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A PI’lNEEIl CALLED.
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Wrlliani J. Merritt was born in the neighborhood., la his dealings with his .
' state of New York, August 15, 1836, • fellowmen he was always honest and
and died at the home of his half broth- I upright, arid had the confidence of all
er, H. S. Merritt, near Olin, Iowa, at' who knew him. One of the most com
an early hour Monday, March 29, 1915, i mendable traits of his character was
at an advanced age ot 78 year®, 71 his love for children, and he always
took a great interest in them, and by
months and 14 days.
While but a babe in his mother’s his many acts of kindness and attention
arms, his parents. Mr. and Mrs. John many a little heart was made glad.
Merritt responded to the call 6f the i His last sickness was of but short
West, and on the 11th day of Decem , duration. Less than a week before he
ber, 1836, they started on their West died, he was flround in his usual good
ward journey. The long journey was health, when he was suddenly stricken
continued at slow and easy stages* un down by paralysis, and passed peacetil the early fall of 1737, when they ar > fully away to the great beyond.
He leaves to mourn his departure;
rived at Clinton, and in November of
^the same year, the family arrived . in three brothers—H. N. Merritt, of the :
! state of Washington; Joseph Merritt, ,
F Jones county. Being attracted by the
| of Sturgis, South Dakota, and J. J.
beautiful Wapsie Valley West of Olin,
Merritt, of Olin, Iowa. He also had
’ Mr. Merritt took up a homestead
j seven half brothers and Bisters as
there, and on this homestead, in the
follows: Mrs. L. O. Hay, of Anamosa;
then wilds of Iowa, the deceased grew
Mrs. F. A. Byerly, deceased; Mrs. J.
to manhood.
He was the fourth son of a family of = W. Whitmore, of Chicago; Mrs. W. E.
of Olin, Iowa; Mr. H. S. Merseven children born to John and Cath l.i ’Tailman,
ritt, of Olin, Iowa; Mr. C. W. Merritt,
erine Merritt
| of Winner, South Dakota, and Mrs. U.;
In 1861, he was married to Elizabeth
G. Byerly, of Marion, Iowa.
,
Kellogg, and continued to reside in this
j The funeral serviees were held at the
vicinity until the year 1882, when the
' U. B. Church last Tuesday afternoon,
call of the west came to the deceased,
* conducted by the Rev. C. C. . HobBon,
and he moved to Dakota. Later he I assisted by the Rev. J. Mw Smith, and
moved to Montana, where his wife
.the body was laid away in the family
died, December 27, 1896. He contin
burying ground near the old Merritt
ued to live in the west until a few
homestead. The Masonic ritualistic
years ago, when he came back to
service was rendered at the grave. •
Iowa, where he made his home with his
half brother H. S. Merritt until death
called him.
MARRIED
On October 11, 1870, he was.raised to
the sublime degree of a Master Mason,
At Iowa City, on the 12th day of Oct
in Ancient Landmark Lodge at Olin,
ober 1£21, Mrs. Dora Switzer and Mr.
i and during all these years since, he has
Samuel Pieper were united in marriage
i been a Brother indeed. Besides being
the Rtv. J. J. Kidder officiating.
I a good Mason, he was also a man
The news of this marriage came as a
among men. The spirit of the pioneer
surprise to many of the people of this
j days never left him, and
he was al
vicinity where both parties are well
ways endued with the spirit of hospi-j
known, but all will join with the Re
tality. No friend br neighbor in need
corder in extending
congratulations.
of help or assistance ever appealed to
Mr. Pieper has just purchased u fine
J him in vain, in fact, he was often callnew home in Cedar Rapids where they
| ed the “Good Samaritan” of the
will commence housekeeping in a short
time._______
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The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thompson Brickley, of thia place,
arid!
a'&he present time is working for hifcl

brother RJpb in his repair shop,

The

Recorder
ionS..., /: .< J

extends
r‘

J

congrtaulatjl

.

MARRIED

,

I 'q

yx 1

Miss Gladys Pieper, of Olin, and Mr.
Harr} Bodkin, of Maquoketa, were un
ited in marriage at Rock Island, Illin
ois, on July 4, with Rev. Henry Q.
First, officiating.
They were accompanied by Mr. and 1
Mrs. F. W. McCoy, of Rock Island.
The bride is the only daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, L. F. Pieper. She was born
and raised near Olin and has always
made her home with her parents. She
will be be a helpmate to her husband
throughout the coming years of marri
ed life.
The grcom is the youngest son of ;
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bodkin. He has
worked in or near Olin for three years
and Las made many friends during that
time, who wish them both happiness
and success.
They will make their home at pres
ent with the bride’s parent’s on Resi
dence street.
The Recorder wishes them much hap
piness and success throughout their
married life.

fiZBJEGElS 509 West Spring Street • Fayetteville, AR 72701 • (501) 521-2020
Ancestor Fair

GENEALOGY & HISTORY PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 31,1994
Contact Person: Ann Sugg, (501) 521-2020

Plans are undeway for the second annual 4 Comers Ancestor Fair to be held July 21 and
22 1995 in Springdale, Arkansas. Still exultant over the success of the 1994 fair which drew an
estimated 1,000 attendance, representing 17 different states, the committee announced that laiger

and more comfortable quarters have been obtained. The site for 4 Comers *95 will be Holiday Inn
Northwest Arkansas, which boasts over 12,000 square feet of well air conditioned exhibit space

plus 6 smaller rooms for group meetings.

A new feature of the *95 fair will be a full day of genealogy workshops and social events

on Friday. The Saturday fair will be open from 9 until 3, and will again feature the special
consultants so well received at the *94 event.

According to Herb Lewis, president of the sponsoring Washington County Historical

Society, "In only one year 4 Comers has already established itself as one of the premier genealogy

and histoiy swap meets in the countiy." Brochures are now being printed and will be available
upon request to 4 Comers; 509 W. Spring St.; Fayetteville, AR 72701. Please send a self

addressed stamped envelope. To phone call Ann Sugg (501) 521-2020.

Sponsored by Washington County Historical Society

NILES - POPE - BUTLER - TYLER - DeWITT - BROWN
Would like to share family history with the descendants of
Isadora "Dora" DeWITT and Willard NILES, Jr., married at Jones
Co., Iowa, on Jan. 28, 1868.
Daughter Lucy married a POPE, their
son was Barton POPE. His daughter married Thyon? TYLER and had a
daughter Susan.
Harold "Husk" NILES, son of Isadora and Willard,
married Ruth, and their daughter Margaret married a BUTLER.
Leon
D. NILES, son of Willard and Isadora, had a son Elden. Mildred
NILES, daughter of Willard and Isadora, was born in 1888.
Isadora DeWitt, born about 1852, was the daughter of Rev.
Jeremiah V. DeWitt and Lucina R. BROWN, who came to Jones and
Linn counties from Delaware Co., Ohio, about 1854.
Any
information about these names is appreciated.
Marilyn Susoeff - 1063 Elizabeth Dr. - Bridgeville, PA, 15017.

Merritts
Came to
Olin in '37
By Rex Conn.

j
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sitting on the banks of the river
watching schools of fish swim
^gainst the current.
( * “The river is too muddy to
see them now,” Merritt com
mented last week. “That shows
how much of our soil is getting
away.”

In December, 1855, John Mer
LIN—In January, 1837, nine ritt’s wife fell ill. Before she died
New York men set out from she requested that she be buried
Davenport to locate land for seton
 the knoll near the spring where
tlement. A few • miles above Elk the family had camped that first
ford on the Wapsipinicon they night on the claim. Her request
stopped at a spring to drink.
was followed and Merritt set aside
' John Merritt looked around four acres for cemetery purposes.
carefully. Here was water, wood
The following year, 1856, Mer
for fuel and housing and good ritt’s 85-year-old mother died and
rich level land on the river bot \tfas buried in the family cemetery.
tom. He made up his mind quickly. Other relatives and a few neigh
“Here’s where I’m going to lo bors were buried on the knoll.
cate,” he announced to his com
In 1884, two years before his
panions.
death at the age of 80, John Mer
At the Dubuque land office he ritt and his son, Jerome, enclosed
bought the tract with the spring the top of the knoll with a formal
for the going price of $1.25 per wrought-iron cemetery fence with
Here. As long as government land the posts and braces set firmly in
was available, whenever he could huge buried limestone slabs. That
accumulate $50 in cash Merritt fence, neatly painted last year by
would straddle his horse and set Dell Merritt, is still staunch and
forth to Dubuque to buy another sound to this day, even to the old40 acres. He eventually accumu fashioned four-barb wire around
lated 1,000 acres, 200 of which are the bottom to discourage persist
still owned by his grandson, Dell ent livestock.
Merritt.
The family cemetery is a hal
lowed spot for the Merritt family.
To Davenport for Food.
Dell Merritt keeps it neatly mowed
• The following year Merritt and looks after a couple of painted
brought his wife and children out iron seats and a neat steel flag
from Seneca, N. Y. The first night pole.
on the claim they camped on a
Tender care is lavished on the
little knoll a- short distance from newest grave — that of 1st Lt.
the spring. Soon a log cabin was Sydney Allyn Story, 22-yearbuilt but "another trouble overtook old air corps pilot killed in a
the pioneer family. They ran out training accident in California
on Sept. 5, 1944. He was the
of food.
John Merritt mounted his horse son of Mr. and Mrs. O. H. Siory
and set forth with all speed for of Anamosa and grandson of
Davenport. There he hailed a river Mr. and Mrs. Merritt.
steamer, paid his last dollar for a
The Merritt’s have two other
bushel of cornmeal and hastened daughters,
Mrs. W. E. Williams of
back to the claim on the Wapsie. Olin and Mrs.' Harold Parker of
Meanwhile, his wi f e had Iowa City. In 1920 the family
blazed away with the old musket moved to Olin and since that time
at a flock of geese circling over Mr. Merritt has operated the farm
the cabin and by a fortunate with hired help.
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shot had brought down a bird
to save the family from star
vation until the father returned i
with the cornmeal.
|

In 1838 a cabin was built at Elk;
ford. A little later a settlement ?
grew up there which was named;
Rome. Still later the’name of the
thriving town was changed to
Olin.
John Merritt and his wife had
five sons and two daughters. One
of the latter, Rebecca, is thought
lo have been the first white child
bom in what is now Jones county.
Game was plentiful . in those
first years—wild turkeys, prairie j
chickens and deer. Dell Merritt.
has the antlers of a buck shot byj
his grandfather about three miles;
west of where Olin now stands;
which measure two feet in length
and with a two-foot spread be
tween the points.
The Wapsie Was clear in those
days. Dell Merritt recalls hearing his father, Jerome, tell of |

!•.
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—Gazette photos

MERRITT CEMETERY—Before John Merritt’s wife died in
1855 she asked to be buried oh the knoll wh4re the family
camped when they first came to the farm in 1838. Dell Merritt,
grandson of the pioneer, stands in the gate of the wrought-iron
fence erected in 1884. At Right, the grave of First Lt. Sydneys
Allyn Story, World war II pilot, is near that of C. Merritt, Civil
war veteran.

QLlfi
Mian Ethel Oruae and Dr. A. R
Stephenson slipped away and went to
Waterloo, where they were united in
marrage last Tuesday.
The event was not a surprise to/their
friends. for it has been known for some pflPEP-l
time that they were “keeping comps- I
my. and the event has been expected
For the past few years the bride has
been working in the First National
Bank at tbiB place, and is a young lady
Who is respected by everybody.
The groom is a well known "veterin
arian, who has been precticing at this
place for the past few years.
The Recorder joins with a host of
friends in oxtending congratulations. ’

G3

Death of Mrs. Frank Gillette.
Many of our local readers will be
pained to learn of the death of Mrs.
Emily Spencer Gillette, the widow of
’the late Mr. Frank Gillette, formerly
Swell known. residents of Anamosa.
She has been making her home for
some years at Orlando, Florida, and
was a neighbor of Mr. and Mrs. C. L.
Niles. She passed away at her old
home, Oneonta, N. Y., a few days
after a long delayed operation. Two
sisters, Mrs. J. C. Dietz and Mrs.
Richard McDaniel, still living, are also
well remembered here, and we be
lieve that two other sisters and two
brothers, also survive. Further partic
ulars may be expected later. Mrs.
Gillette was a lady of marked attrac
tiveness and refinement and her death
will bring a sense of personal loss to
k#]l her friends in
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PASSED TO A HIGHER LIFE
1854-1912.

OBITUARY
i

Colonel Davenport Gearhart was1
born neap the town W Olin, Jones coun
ty, Iowa, on the 10th day of December,
A. D., J 854, and passed peacefully
jaway at his home in Olin, Iowa, Feb-j
*/uary 8tH, 1912, aged 57 years, 1 month j
Jand 29 days.
j
The deceased haB lived in Olin and'!
vicinity during his whole lifetime.
On the 10th day of September, 1879 ’
he was united in marriage with Marauda Norton. To this union was bora one
son—Virl Gearhart, who is living at
home.
The deceased was a son of the late
• Aaron Gearhart, who formerly lived in
' Hale township, in this -county. He
leaves besides his wife and , Bon, three
brothers and one sister—A. A. Gear
hart, of Snyder, Colorado; Harvey W.
Gearhart, of Mt. Vernon, Iowa; C. M.
Gearhart, and Bell Gearhart, of Gretna,
Nebraska. This in brief is the account
of the birth, life and death of the de- J
parted.
•
j
Mr. Gearhart was an honest man,!
faithful and upright, and was highly
esteemed by his friends, neighbors and
the general public. His firmness in
business matters and his cheerful, •
social nature together with his long:
residence in this community secured
for him many friends. He had great '
faith in humanity; willing to trust his
fellowmen; faithful to duty; careful in
• business; cheerful, kind hearted 'and
' true. To be brief, the story of his life
is the story of the life of a plain, hon
est, manly, patriotic citizen. His be
reft wife and son, frith hiB other rela
tives and friends will always have a
kindly and loving memory of his many
good deeds and unselfish life. They
will ever remember the many acts of
kindness and wait with patience for the
glorious reunion which will be theirs
with him when they too, have laid
aside this mortal casket of clay. A
good man has gone to his reward.
Peace be to his ashes.
“Oh God! we cannot understand
Thy wdsdom in all this,
Why you should takeaway from earth
Those who in fondest bliss,
Had lived through many year,
The lives of each other to bless and
cheer/’
Tl^e funeral services were held at
jfhe home Monday forenoon, conducted
I by the Rev. J. J. Jones, of the Congre
gational church at Anamosa, and the:
! remains were interred in the Olin cem- i
etery.
,
I

■••Death comes with reckless footsteps
To the hall and hut;
Think you that death will tarry knock
ing
Where the door is Bhut?” *
•’This only this subdues the fear of
death
" .
A pardon bought with blood, blood devine.”
Fred D. Cruise, oldest son of Mr. and'
Mrs. Benjamine Cruise was born Febfuary 8, 1870, and died November 16,
1915, aged 45 years, 9 months and 8
days.
He was a patient sufferer for some
months from arterioscloerosis. It was
Urged that an operation be resorted
to upon his limb, to save his life, but
the weakened vitality of life ebbed away before even this.
His early life was Bpent on the home
in Jones county south of Hale on the
farm. February 17, 1891, he wasjoin. ed in marriage to Mrs. Minnie L.
Wooder. They spent the first year of
married life on the father’s farm
Thence they moved to Clarence em
barking in the dry goods business for
awhile. In 1893, they moved to Hale,
starting a hardware and meat market
business. Eleven years later, in 1904,
he engaged in the work of land drain
age, in which he continued until his
death.
In business he was energetic, and
, capable; in friendships, warm hearted
and engaging; in home life, a kind lov
ing father and husband; in all relations,
dependable and brotherly.
He was converted in 1891, and joined
the Free Will Baptist church at Pleas- •
ant Hill.
He leaves to mourn his departure, a
large circle of relatives and friends.
, His aged mother, five brothers—Frank,
y of Olin; Charles, of Lost Nation; Ben,
/ Wallace and Will, of Hale, and his
1 brother-in-law, Frank S. Reyner, of
Chicago, his sister having preceded
him by but a few days to the other
+ world. His two daughters, Miss Ina
Miss Ethel are left to mourn the guardIan and protector and counselor of the
" home, while the broken-hearted widow,
disconsolate, knowB nowhere to find the
balm to assuage and comfort save In
the rock of ages, and in the memofry of
the loving companshipand tender mem
ories of the years that are gone.
The sympathy of the community is
extended to the sorrowing family. Our
hearts beat with kindred sympathy, our
grief iB solaced in the thought that to
al! of us who are true to the Redeemer
there shall be an eventide,
I

“Only a moment of dark,
A dream of the fleeting night
And then the beautiful break of da
And the quiet peace of light.
And we find ourselves where we long
to stand
In the repose of the fatherland/’
S. V. Williams.
The funeral services were held at the
M. E. church last Friday forenoon,
conducted by the Rev. S. V. Williams.
Mr. Cruise was a member of the
Hale Camp, M. W. A., and heldpol
icy of S2,000.00. The Olin Camp assist
ed the Hale camp, and the members
attended the funeral in a body, and a
short burial service was rendered at
the church at the’ close of the sermon.
Members of the Hale Camp .acted as
pall bearerB, awd the body was interred
in the Diamond cemetery.

Death of William Nance.
The remains of William Nance, who,
' died at Olin, were brought here Tues
day afternoon. They were taken to
the Loder undertaking parlors, and
( yesterday morning were conveyed by
( auto hearse to Epworth for burial in. High View cemetery beside the re-j
j mains of his son. The funeral serviceg|
S.’were held at Olin on Tuesday, Mj^
\7tfance was 81 years of age. Death
followed a stroke of paralysis. He
pad lived in the vicinity of Olin for 30
I /ears. He is survived by four grand
-daughters, five great-grand-children
and two nieces. The grand-daughters
• are: Mrs. Lawrence Streeter of Med
ford, Minnesota; Mrs. Carl Maxwell
. of Epworth; Mrs. Lloyd Rhoten of,
* Racine, Minnesota; Mrs. F. D. Sin-;
Eclair of Scotch Grove. These are all
(daughters of Mrs. C. H. Foster ofi
/Anamosa.

Funeral of P. R. Neville.
!
The funeral of P. R. Neville, whose
death was recorded last week, was
held Saturday morning, from St.
‘Patrick’s ‘ church, interment following
at Holy Cross cemetery. Mr. Neville
| died April 10. He had moved back to,
f Anamosa with his wife and two chil; dren but a short time before, when his.
condition became such that his re/
covery was deemed impossible. Mr. J
Neville was born December 8, 1876.
He conducted a meat market here in
company with the late Louis Thoeming, a few years ago, and from here
he went to conduct a like business
Maquoketa. From chere the family
moved to Minnesota, where he was
engaged in farming until he was
tak^n i
'umod to Anamosa.

OL/a/

ROLL CALL
1 ALBERT GREEN A VETERAN OF THE
CIVIL WAR HAS BEEN CALLED
I
Albert E, Green was born in Rugglee, Ashland county, Ohio, on April
the 9th, 1844, and died at‘his home in
Olin, Iowa, March 3, 1918, aged 73
years, 10 months and 25 days.
j He came to Iowa in 1854, when a
| boy of ten years and settled in Clinton
{county, near Delmar. /Two years later
I; the family moved to Oxford township
|! in Jones county, where he grew to
' manhood. v
”
______
When
the war came
on he’
proved his patriotism by enlisting in
!Co. B, 9th Iowa Vol. Infaatry. After
one year and 4 days of fighting for his
I country, he was wounded in action,
; and seven days later was honorably dis! charged, March 30, 1865.
[ He was married to Ann E. Burwell
j January 1, 1866. To this union nine
children were born, six of whom are
still living. The eldest child, a daugh-,
ter, died when a babe of only ten|
i months old; Vina, Mrs. C. D. Boyd,
died about seven years ago and Estella
passed to the great beyond December
5,1916. The living children are Mrs.]
Cora .Wooder, of Hale; Mtb. Mary
Moneypenny, of Olin;Mrs. Ellener Wil; kins, of Clarence; Mrs. Eulalia Allen,
’ of Bettendorf; Garfield Green, of
, Cherokee, Iowa, and Arthur Green,
of Eureka, California.
Mr. Green has resided in Olin for 40
years, and his life of uprightness and
accuracy among us as a tradesman and
churchman, needs no words of ours to
give it luster. He was a cristian and
for many years has been president of
the Board of Trustees of the U. B
church, which office he held until his
crowning.
He was stricken with paralysis over!
a year ago, ana
and nas
has gradually weakenweaken
Zi/’J in
■ the
Ik ~ struggle,
A—
* yet
ed
was cheerful
ness, warrior that he was, battjed on
1 until the end, which came Sunday
morning when his triumphant spirit
broke through the walls of clay, and .
u on the wings of the Christian’s faith,
went sweeping up to God.
<
Besides hiB wife, who for fifty-two
years and more, has walked by his side, j
his children and grandchildren are left
] to meurn. A host of friends from
every age and stage or life will feel a
loss in the going of this good man.
The funeral services were held at the
|U. B. church last Tuesday afternoon,
Conducted by the pastor, the/Rev. C.
j0. Dillavou, and the body was laid
away in the Olin cemetery,
i
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Lucius F. Re line was bqrn at Madi
son, Ohio, August 5, 1834, and depart
ed this life February 11„ 1918, aged 83
years, 6 moi ths and 6 days.
The deceased was bereft of. his first
wife at the cluse of the war, and in
1867 he was again married to Miss Ad

die

Wright, of Blaine,

passed away
union

five

Illinois,

children

were

who

To this

many years ago.

born —Miss

June Renne, of Boone, Iowa; Mrs. D.
S. Rummel, of Clear Lake, Iowa; Mrs.

of

M; A. DcVoe

W. L. Biggers,

Mrs.

Marion, Iowa;
of

Illinois

Rochelle,

and Mrs. W. S Rankin, of Mason City,
Iowa, all of whom were present at his

Neither bis present

funeral.

wife, of

Poplar Grove, nor the daughter

of his

first wife, Mrs. L. 0. Young, of Salida,
Colorado, were able to be present.
He was an indulgent

and

father

:
a

kind and thoughtful husband and broth
er.
j
His early life

Crown

spent in

was

Point, New York, where he

made his

home until after the Civil War.

Later

he came west, and spent some years m

Illinois, Nebraska and
the past ten years

Iowa,

residing

at Poplar

Grove,

Illinois.

I
He was a veteran of the Civil War
I haviifg enlisted in Co. H., 5th Regi
men Lai

New

York

cavalry,

serving

went

three years and ten months, and
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r After Yeans of Suite ring a Most
llstiniable Wile and JHpther is At Kest.

Sarah Burwell was born Sep-;
tember 2, 1852, in Westerville J
; Ohio. When a year old her par- ■
ents removed to Cedar county,
< Iowa, and a year later they set
tled in Pleasant Valley, in Jones
: county, southeast of Anamosa.
Here she grew to young woman
hood under the favorable condi
tions of a Christian home.
In
1868 she was united in marriage
i to R. W. Johnson, which union
! proved to be a happy one.
Through years of toil they have
lived, and through all have been
companions tender and helpful.
There were born to them eight
children, one of whom died in in! fancy and another in early child
hood. Those living are Harris,
of this place, Mrs. Emma Lawson, of Olin; Mrs. Nellie Byerly,
of Jackson; Mrs. Delilah Borshein, of Blair, Wis.; Mrs, Ida
McCroskey, of this city; and Bert,
of Eyota, Minn.

through all grades from private to Bre

vet Captain, for
ious services.

meritor

gallant and

battles he

fhe

Among

participated in were Gettysburg, Shiloh
and Sheridan’s

Final

chester.
1 He waB a member

at Win

charge
of

the

Masonic

lodge, and has been an active member

practically all his life.

HiB army relations

and close

touch

with his Lord made him a good soldier

for Christ.

He will be greatly

missed

in his church, as God has called him to
the better home.

The body was brought from

home

at

Illinois to

this

Poplar
place

his late
Grove,

last

Thursday,

where a short funeral service was held
at the home of

Mrs. J. M.

conducted by the Rev. C.

and the body was
the Olin cemetery.

Rummel,

C. Dillavou,

laid away

to rest in

'

* In 1882 she united with the
Methodist Church and has lived
f an exemplary Christian life all
these years.
\ j
It was while at a meeting of I

one of the church societies that
she was stricken with the disease
which proved fatal. .At .times
she rallied .and seemed io im
prove, yet after months of heroic
strugg’o, suffering almost unbear
able pain, she steadily grew
worse and seemed to know7* the <
end was near. She calmly ap
proached the close of her' ine in
perfect peace, the very spirit in
which she had lived.
The end came rather unexpect
edly, and- as quietly as sleep, . in
the evening of January 20th, hav
ing lived 55 years, 4 months and
18 days.
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THE ANAMOSA EUREKA

First Water Plant Here Finest in America
When the Anamosa Water-Works
Company was. incorporated under
private ownership February 20,
1875, it was isaid to be in a city
the smallest x>f ajiy in the United
States to bej so ’equipped. Water
was taken from .the river by an
old wheel below the electric light
plant by meansf of a centrifugal
pump, at the.; -outset, until a well
was dug in later years and the city
purchased the* /plant.
In the yeai? preceding the es
tablishment if the Water Works
company, property ~ holders had
been anxious I’about their holdings
because the cfty - had no satisfac
tory protection against fires.
Because of this insecurity, insur
ance rates were correspondingly
high. Various ^enterprising leaders
felt that the /most economical pro
cedure would I be to provide for
ample protection at once. Those
who then organized the company
were J. C. Dietz, C. H. Lull, N.
S. Noble, B. IF. Shaw, M. Heisey,
T. W. Shapleyr, J. G. McGuire, T.
R. Ercanbraric, E. B. Aiderman,
H. C. Metcal£, J. H. Williams,
George Watters, E. Blakeslee and
John Watters.
The company’s capital stock
was fixed at: ^10,000 but with the
privilege of 5n creasing to $20,000.
April 26, the city council of Ana
mosa passed '.an ordinance grant
ing to the VZater Works company
the “exclusive privilege for twenty
years, and an equal right with all
others thei^eafter, of supplying
the city of 5 Anamosa with water
to be taken ‘ from the Wapsipinicon river.” (The company agreed
to put in th free hydrants on Main
street, at the junctions with Garna
villo, Booth ^md Ford; and two
others wherever they should deem
it advisable.
Contract Specifies Water Minimum
The contract also specified that
the minimum ^amount of water to
be in the reservoir at one time
should never fbe less than 20,000
gallons. The paid up capital stock
of the company was $6,500 with
an indebtedness of $8,500 of which
$6,000 was'in ten-year bonds due

The company felt they would in company gradually came into the
cur indebtedness rather than in hands of Charles Metcalf and Hug
crease the capital stock, feeling gins and Griffith, wagon manuconfident that they could pay it facturers. When Huggins died, the
off and then have stock that was other two possessed the majority
of the stock.
truly valuable.
The managing officers were M.
City Buys Company
Heisey, president; E. Blakeslee,
In 1907 the question of the
vice president; J. C. Dietz, secre city’s purchasing the Waterworks
tary; and G. W. Russell, treasurer. company was put before the qual
The directors consisted of E. ified voters of the town at a
Blakeslee, H. C. Metcalf, E. C. special elcection. The majority
Holt, M. Heisey, B. Huggins, J. being in favor $30,000 worth of
C. Dietz, and D. A. Peet.
bonds were issued in denominations
The brick reservoir, located on of $500 and $1000. Twenty per cent
the hill between town and the river of them were to be paid in 25
was 75 feet above Main street and years, 40 per cent Jh 10 years and
had a pressure sufficient to throw the balance in 20 years with inter
a stream of water over the high est at 5 per cent payable semi
est building. Its capacity in gal annually May 1 and November 1.
Transactions were made, and the
lons was 100,000. The engine room
was located below the light plant Waterworks came into municipal
on the Wapsipinicon river. With ownership March 10, 1908 at a
the most inflammable fuel obtain cost of $20,000. Various ordinancesable kept at the engine house, the passed subsequently provided for'
engine could be put in operation a tax of five mills on the dollar
just eighteen minutes after a fire for the discharge of interest on
alarm was turned in. The pressure the bonds. The proceeds of water
could then be increased to carry rents collected were to go for
210 pounds to the square inch.
maintenance, repair and cost of
operation, the mayor was to
Size of System
By 1879, the company had laid appoint a waterworks commission
one and three-fourths miles of of three men to have general sup
plugs or . hydrants. In addition to ervision of the entire system.
those placed on Main street as
Townspeople who wished to be
specified by contract, others were served by the city supply had to
put on Ford and First streets, file an application and give it to
Garnavillo and Carroll, and at the council for approval. A special
Doan’s mill which stood where the permit was needed for any ex
Iowa Electric company now is. tension or alteration of the pumbBy that time, the company sup ing on any premises.
plied water to the state peniten
Since 1908, the system has been
tiary, one of the railroads and ‘considerably extended. There are
about 45 resident consumers.
now an estimated six or seven
In the latter part of the nine miles of water mains and about
teenth century, the company de 39 fire hydrants.
cided that water should no longer
be taken from the river, so they
Raymond Ellison Dies
decided to sink a well. Burrowing
under the sandy top-soil, they
At Cedar Rapids AreaZ^
drilled ‘to 1,755 feet in the solid
On Monday, July 18th 4
rock until they struck a supply
in 1885 with 10 per cent interest,
CEDAR RAPIDS—Raymond E.
Ellison, 1101 Nineteenth St. N.W.,
of water that would give a con
Cedar Rapids resident since 1928,:
stant supply to the town. In later
died Monday, July 18, following,
years, this well was increased to
a lingering illness.
\
1800 feet, the depth at which it;
Services Held
!
remains at the present time.
Funeral services were held
After 1875, the stock of this:
Thursday, July 21, at 1:30 p.m.,
in Rohn Funeral home,. Cedar
Rapids Burial was in Antioch
cemetery, east of Anamosa.
j
He was born March 20, 1911, at!
Anamosa, son -of Mr. and MrsJ
Daniel S. Ellison. He was affiliat
ed with- the Congregational
church.
Survivors Listed
Survivors include his parents,
and one sister, Mrs. Milo Dicus,
all of Cedar Rapids.

I

i By a Staff Writer
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■ Mrs. Ella Ralston is shown in Ella’s Store which she'
operates in Canton, about 15 miles northwest of Ma-!

jquokrta.
CANTON, IA. — The pres
sures of an inflationary econ
omy have hit Canton.
EllaRal•ston has
raised the
j price of her
ham burgers
-a dime, to 60
1 cents.
’ : Mrs. Ralston operates
Ella’s Store,here, one of two
business places in the town of
50 persons. The other is a
tavern.
“Store” seems an in
adequate description of the
place since about half the 18- !
• foot by 52-foot interior is tak- .
en up by a lunch counter
area.
At Ella’s place one can buy
a can of soup, breakfast ce. real, lunch meat, bread,
beer, pop and the like, and in
the morning you can get cof
fee for a dime and donuts to
go with it.
s
At noon she will -slice
lunch meat and make you a
sandwich, or fry a ham
burger. In the morning the
kids in towoi sit ron the bench
es on the front porch wait
ing for the school bus.
In the afternoon some vis
itors sit in chairs at the table
across from the lunch count
er and watch television and
some evenings there is a card

J

i

*
’
game at the table. The place
is open 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. sev-j
en days a week.
!
“We have a lot of hunters
and boaters here early in the'
mornings,” said Mrs. Ral-I
ston, explaining the early!
opening hour.
j •
Mrs. Ralston says she buys*
her grocery stock at regular <
retail prices in a super-1
market at Maquoketa. “I just-:
add a dime to everything,” j
she said, explaining her price 1structure.
i
Mrs. Ralston does not have
a tavern license so beer is ‘
sold only on a carry-out- .
basis. ‘‘Some of the people around here have been after j
me to get a Sunday license so
I can sell beer here, but I
don’t want it. We’ve got
enough noise around here *
now,” she said.
Mrs. Ralston, 60, does stock
penny candy. She also keeps'
all her stock of smoking to- bacco in the ice cream cool
er, explaining that her hus- band Raymond has a theory/
that coolness keeps the to-‘
bacco fresh. • k
<£This place keeps me busy,
keeps my hands busy, and
that’s good because basically ' .
I’m a worrier,” she said. -T
never want to get rich at
this. I just want to keep my
health.”

Strawberry Hill
Was Town Itself
Strawberry Hill was named for
the quantities of strawberries cov
ering its slopes when the first
settlers made their home sites
there.
The families of Roswell Crane,
B. F. Smith, B. L. Matson, Mr. i
Olmstead, Frank Tanner, Albert |
Ilighby and Col. W. T. Shaw, and
Mrs. Maria Tucker with her broth
er and sister, the Hnrringstons,
were among the earliest. A two-.
room brick school house, a twostory iron foundry, the turntable
and engine house of the Midland
railroad, the brick works of B. F.
Smith, and later the rresbyteriah
church constituted the community I
buildings along with a store or two '
and, at times, a saloon on Main
street near the bridge that spans
Fawn Creek.
April, 1872, the Independent
| school district of Strawberry Hill
I was set off from Anamosa school
! district by a vote of the Strawberry
Hill electors at 23 to 2.
Later this community withdrew
from the city corporation of Ana
mosa on the grounds of too much
taxation without representation
I with little values received. Fawn
i crcck was the boundary line be
tween the two districts, but long
since they have again become unit
ed in the bondB of school and
other community interests.
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Old Canton School WasjOnce
Symbol of Future
By John R. Adney
CANTON — In this restless age of clam
or and confusion, a stately stone building
on the south edge of town, tolerates the
Twentieth century with unhurried pace.
The weathered structure, built as a
schoolhouse in 1877, nestles beneath an
cient oaks on the south fork of the Maquo
keta rive'r about 12 miles northwest of Ma
quoketa.
It is symbolic of a time when Canton was j
young and full of vigor, and full of belief in
its glorious future.
It represents the skillful work of stone
masons with native materials and reflects a :
craftsmanship capable of useful existence .
•
for nearly a century.
There were 21 students and they came
from a wide area of the rugged countryside
surrounding Canton.
»
Once, the loudest sound in town was the
peal of the bell in the ornate belfry. It rang
before classes and again at the end of re
cess.
If you were one of the good guys, you got
to pull the long rope that hung down from
the belfry and was tied to a coat hook in the
cloakroom.
It was quite a thrill to know you were the
one who was sending that sonorous clang
ing across the countryside.
During warmer weather the students
took their dinner buckets and-spread out
beneath the trees — each grade tending to
congregate together, although some grades

numbered no more than two or three stu
dents.
1
Lunchtime lasted a full hour, but eventu
ally the bell would ring to call everyone
back inside. First came a warning bell, and
finally the point-of-no-reprieve, the tardy
bell.
There was always a noon baseball game,
and quite often the teacher would take
turns in joining the opposing teams.
Despite the confusion, the teacher some
how managed to instruct classes in the
same room day after day and still retain her
sanity. And it’s a mystery how anyone ever
managed to study when one class or other
was reciting at all times.
But if you were alert, and had your own
work done, you could eavesdrop on all the
upper classes and know the subject matter
pretty well by the time you graduated into
them.

There were always great numbers of
dogs of indeterminate breed hanging
around the school — mutts who would fol
low their young masters there every day
and wait for them until school was out in
late afternoon.
At noon, the dogs would come around for t
their share of lunch. Since they were com- |
munity property and on a first-name basis *
with everyone, they would fare pretty well, f
An occasional dogfight was a break in the -1
monotony and none of the participants ever z
held a grudge for very long.
Dusting erasers was a form of award to ;*

students who finished their studies beforej
classes were dismissed. They would stand'
on the front steps, whacking the erasers to- ‘
gether, raising great clouds of chalk dust,
and leer at those still in their seats when
they came back inside.
A chapter in Canton’s history closed in
May, 1966, when the school was consolidat
ed with the Maquoketa school district.
j
The mission of Canton’s school had been
accomplished.
"Reorganization into more efficient
units,” the state department of public in
struction declared, "was designed to give
each child a better education.”
"Today’s society,” it was said, "called for
a new type of educational program and new
/ methods of teaching, which in turn demand
ed new designs and facilities.”
For a time, the old building — a land
mark and a lodestone of fond memories for
many — stood empty and silent.
Then one day, it got a new lease on life
when it became the town’s community cen
ter.
Again, there was joy and laughter in the
old building that once echoed with students’
recitations and "pieces” spoken at Christ
mas programs.
A building, like a body, can get mighty
weary. But the old schoolhouse — a re
minder of Canton’s "golden era” — did it
with more grace and style than the grist
mill, general store and sawmill, that crum
bled into dust long ago.

Margaret Alspaugh
Credit to Community
Margaret Conmey Alspaugh, of
one of the prominent old families
• of Jackson township and Anamosa,
was bora in Campbellsville, Penn
sylvania in 1844. She came to
Jones county with her family in
£1863.
' • - The historic log school house
"with backless seats and other lim'ited equipment provided her earl'iest opportunity for an education.
'This was supplemented by home
Instruction. Her father saw to it
that every hour at home, when not
at work, the—children were at
Ttheir studies. All her life Margaret
Alspaugh was a student of the'best
in history, literature and religion.
She was one of the first in this
county to complete the four-year
^Chautauqua course in science, lit-erature and art and to receive a
^diploma from that institution.
She married William Alspaugh
after his return from the Civil
’war in 1866. Both were active in
'Various official capacities in the
^Methodist Episcopal church to the
'time of their death. Mrs. Alspaugh
served 17 years as secretary of the
rHome Missionary society of the
/Upper Iowa conference and nine
/-years as secretary of the Bureau
of Systematic Beneficence.
"
She was a lady greatly beloved.
Her keen intellectual powers coup
led with a sympathetic heart bent
ron doing good, made her an out
standing leader of all good works.
A half sister of Mrs. Alspaugh,
’Annie Conmey Corcoran lives on
'South Garnavillo street. Both Mr.
-and Mrs. Corcoran are from pion
eer families who were part of the
♦strong Teligious and educational
influences in the country in the
'earlier days. Mr. Corcoran has
‘done some good in scientific re
search work in this locality, par
ticularly in geology and archeology.

7^
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Mr. Diiks died suddenly Jtuy‘,1
9 from a heart attack while working 1
in his yard. He was bora at Lang- 8
worthy Dec. 7, 1899, the son ofGerd and Fredericka Dirks. He
received his education In Jones
/county rural schools.
He married Alvina Kray Nov. 15,
1922 in Castle Grove township.
The couple farmed until 1943, when
Mr* Dirks became a correctional
officer at the Iowa state reforma
tory. He retired four years ago.
He was preceded In death by his
parents, two brothers and a sister.
Survivors include: his wife;
three children Marion G, of Mon
ticello, Mrs. Emil (Deloris) Feld
man of Monticello and Mrs. Dar
lene Volkenant of Amber; nine
grandchildren; two great-grand. children; two sisters, Mrs. Clara
Oltmanns and Mrs. John Marten
sen of Anamosa; three brothers,
John F. of Anamosa, August of
Monticello and Rhinehart of Center
Jet.
Casketbearers were Eugene
Dirks, Robert Dirks, Merle Dirks,
Melvin Dirks, Louie Harms and
i John Martensen.*
i

.Last Friday a gloom of sadness feii
over the Byron McGuire family, of
Hale township,\ when it was learned
that the wife and mother had attempt
ed to take her own life. For someone
she had been afflicted with insanity,
and last Friday she took a pair of
shears from the house and attempted
to cut her throat with them.
Failing
in this, ^ie gathered some paper to
gether and set fire to it,and stood over
F it till her clothing canght fire. Snewas
j discovered in a short time by herdaugh; ter Bernice, but not until her clothing
i was all burned off her body, andshe
.was so badly burned that she" died a
few hours later.
il Belle Viola
Brownell ivicuuir
McGuire was
y.
num jarowneii
I'hjpftt born >n Chatauqua county. New York,
f
A
A 1876,
lOrrr* and
,1.4.
i|:[ April
4,
at the time of her
• demise, Maxyh 7, 1919, she was almost
i 43 years old.
When only a baby she was brought
j by her parents, with two older sisters |
j to this county, so that practically ali
. her life has been lived in this vicinity. I
I For a time she attended the Madison
Center school, and later the schools in

Clarence Grafft,^
Antioch Farmer,
Succumbs May 27

I,

Rev. James Officiates
At Service May 30 In
Goettsch Funeral Home
Funeral services for Clarence R. ■
Grafft, life - long farmer in the
Antioch area, were held at 2 p.m. i
Thursday, May 30, at the Goettsch ;
funeral home. Rev. H. A. James, i
officiated. Burial was'in Green :
".cemetery.
Mr. Grafft died at Mercy hos- 1
.pital, Anamosa, at 9:20 p.m. Mon-j
day, May 27, following a lingering 1
; illness.
;
Born Sept. 2, 1887 near Ana- j
' mosa, he was the son of J. H. and. i
Amanda Jane Gilmore Grafft. j
He attended . rural Jones county ;
schools and Cedar Rapids Busi-;
ness college..
On Feb. 28, 1912, he married j
Bessie Byerly. He was a charter j
member of the Jones County Farm
Bureau, serving as president in:
1940 and 1941. He was the first
member of the Anamosa Journal’s'
| Half-Century Farmer’s club.
j
Survivors include one son, Del- i
. bert, Olin; one daughter, Mrs. j
Richard Blackford, Marion; three i
grandchildren; one brother, Wil: liam Grafft, Central City; three
• sisters, Mrs. Mason Sperry, Omaha,
TJeb.; Mrs. Raleigh Schoop, Wa
terloo; :and Mrs..Clayton Dripps,
Olin.-U• '
i
He was preceded in death by J
his wife; and two brothers.

j

MARRIED

1

1

On Wednesday, January 24, 1923,
Mr, Hans L* Ahrendsen led. Mus
Dorothy LaudeK to the mrrriage alter
at the U. B. parsonage in Olin, Iowa,
where the Rev G C. Dillavou **poke
the words that bound the Jives of these
two well known young peop’e.
The bride is lhe daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Laudell, of this place, and
is aw accomplished and winsome young
lady, who has many friends in ihk
vicinity.
The groom is a son of Mrs Doralhea
Ahrendsen, and is a young man who
stands high in the estimation of all who
know him*
Immediately after the ceremony had
taken place, the newly-weds started on
their honeymoon trip, and will be at
home to their many frjendB on their
Wyoming.
J
return home.
I On February 19, 1902, sh* was united
The Recorder extends congradula
:in marriage with Byron McGuire. To
lions.
r.
i
J
‘thia union one child was born, Etta ar,
Bernice.

II

r* O to ex
o o
CD
g
5 ° »•§
g
. 5 p-~
CD p
o
ex CX

2 b 2

PO
p- V) P
p O
Vi
;•
CD p
p.
ex
X
O >g
& Vi Vi1
ex p "2.
B
p p p
a s-« &

cd

H
tr
w’

CD

p
P
ex
CD

’

to
CD
ex

CD

2* er M Q
p o
3 5 3?
CD

W

2

p

P

►5

n

O

S'

CD

X CD

So

J?

3

K
CD

P* Vi
O
CDg. CD
Vi
P
et.
p
CD
CD 3 w
ex

8*

r+
r+ Vi
o

-.5

p-

cd

vi

CX p

CD

3

p P
ex Vi

m

3
P*

to

S

•§. p

- o B
&°
o w
°
‘d p
»
Vi CD
c~
2_ P
p
m C
l .
CD
Vi *<

5

ex
o
CD
Vi
p_

O
CD
»-»» o -

p

CX p
p,
O
CD*
Sp.

75
*0
CD
CD
8L

9
E.

cd

K

CD

CD
CX
Eo
3 o
w p
P*
tn o
CD r+ << ex *0
p
° - W M CD
CD
P'<
CD fX
CD
P
p era cp era P
o p- er
<<
te
VI
o
o
g 75 &
P- Cf p p
<<

p

gES3g2 &
o
p

P a
3
a era
«T> 0'*r-b $ w
(rag
p
“
CD *
p
P
CD o p,
3
CD*
p
T* op
Ex CD W
Vi
pw <
£ 2*
£x ra

tJi
B^
S
»• g*
a

~

s: s

.. to

o

p px; tr* era *3
p- 5 *
Y1 w

A

p

S'
tr — <ro 2 3
CD CH Vi P •

to < w
3^-o

2.

C.

2. §

~p

CD

CD

5’Up-sr

O
»-h

K

p

g.^SE'B'g

m
*0
5
O
(D
3

3

er o p*
c
o*
3
. c p*

, P ♦P r+ to CX to cr

;

CD

O

ora

?

•

p

g. pCD
to
pCD P*
«-»■
1
Vi
O
H <-*■
W
r'*
O
P
*o P p P
3
CD
Po
o
CD
p
P ex
CD* p
er
P o
<
tr ex
o CD w CD
ST P
CD p.
ft p
3
■
Vi
3

5 2 ’ ~

p
p
p

,u

to tra

o 2 cr
(f
CB
p"
2. £.'<

P
Ou

o
p

3’ cr?

CD
to

^tLp
o
o
P
i

©

p*

C

p

o
CD
i

CD
in

P
CD

P X
3

pCD
P
CD
PCD

ex
o
o
p

CD
P P
P vi

P
era
o

O

©
£

vi

CD

CD
CX

P

2

p

O

p
CD
i

to
CD
o
n ex
o
P
ex g3 *

p

p

p

-

p

p

p

et
ET
£ «>
p

CD

§
3 P P

CD

CD
Q
• —t
□
s.
<D

g*3
is"

P
P
ex
CD

CD

p

*

CD
P
CD
Vi
Vi

*

CD
P
a

3 w
?+ p
P CD*

< — exo 5
<i> to
i T

P 3
P.
CD
O' .

3

p
r’T
CD

2

w r+

CD
P
P
P

CD
O
B

<
CD

CD

P4

CD

CT

o

3-

p
P;
CX

Q
3

O

O

cd : Oi
»-*»

P r+

er
o
<<

g*

St
q

i

5 H 2
p o
p
»
g.B-2
CX t CD
£D
JZ IV
S «< ~ ”

&«<.
3
O
..
P ~ s
era CD
*

g

Q
Q,
; <t>

—= "T
K’’ °

S.

*<

o

“

£ era

g

tr
O
o
s

p •
2
P- 04
r+ to *0
CD p
P- g P
~ o
3
CD CD
•§
CD
&•
>-< P 3
O
p 3
CD
p. CD
CD
P
P (-2 CD
o’ 5
_
<< »- P OT 1
o
E.^
CD <“*■
CD j
o
CX P
CD
p
P
p
P*
p P
P
P I
2O E
p
£
■
Vi
< Vi
p K
m
p
o 5
CD
o 2 §
I
p
B
s±
o o
Pi
a
CD SP
CD > o> CD P ex

5

o

PP

&
w

<<
CD
P
P

■».
ZE
<D

P

P
*<

o g
2

CD
P
CD

p

w’

•

’--------

Vi

p* i-j . P
P
p P
1

3

*

*

Vi

P- p;
P
Vi

p*

O

tn Vi

i

E.rP P p
CD g
p ,;
p-ora

p4
CD !± 3

CD

o

P

p

s

P

o4
CD

g o

3

p

cd

p
° cr
r* ?S3- p*
P
o
P
p >r
O
—
r-t- —to w
O
g 3
P CD w P.

o

<
> CD
3 Vi

tt << u*’
Eoc
s e
S’ JI S
<» 3 ~
ex
3’
<
2*3 era
CD
CD pj
;

H
P*

£

CD

»-«•
P

5* P* P-

0

feg- O
P

HE?*
«*
a « P
era P

S' ?
?
p* o
5’

P
CD
Vi
tr
o’ S' er
o
p
P*
Vi
CD

□
□
□

</>
3

<(Q
. O

o
c

.

villoQ© in Jones county ...

. ONCE KNOWN AS BLUE CUT, the village of
Amber is located in Wayne township in the central
part of Jones county. The village adopted its
present name in 1878, five years after its found
ing by W. H. Sanford. It was established near the
Midland branch of the North Western railroad.
Its original name was derived from a deep cut
made in solid blue clay by railroad builders.
The railroad was discontinued in 1949. Three

JONES COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 174
ANAMOSA, IA 52205

different religious denominations had churches inAmber at various times, but the last church closed
its doors in 1964. The village is now a part of
the Anamosa Community school district and_ its
school house is used for a county special eau-j
cation class'. Today Amber has a creamery, gen- i
eral store, garage, blacksmith shop, tavern and
community-owned water system. Thirty-five fam- j
ilies call the tiny village their home.
!

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

